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This report was envisaged and requested by 
the Interim Secretariat of ACCOBAMS to pro-
vide Contracting Parties with a synopsis of scien-
tific information on the cetacean species living in 
the Agreement area, and an orientation tool for 
devising and implementing appropriate conserva-
tion strategies.  The report does not aim to substi-
tute the many excellent existing textbooks that 
deal with cetacean biology, ecology and conser-
vation status at the global or at the regional level.  
Rather, it should be seen as a document written to 
complement basic knowledge with updated in-
formation, and tailored to specifically serve the 
practical purposes of the Agreement. 

To ensure the highest possible level of com-
pleteness and authoritativeness, the report was 
designed as a collection of thematic essays, each 
being prepared by a researcher currently active in 
the corresponding field, and having a first-hand 
experience in the Agreement area.  Thus, the 
many sections of this report are authored by dif-
ferent persons.  A moderate amount of editing 
was done, on style rather than content, to ensure a 
minimum level of homogeneity throughout.  
Each author is therefore the sole responsible for 
what he or she has written. 

The main recurring theme throughout the re-
port is that our present knowledge on the status 
of cetacean populations in the Agreement area, 
on their threats, and on how such threats affect 
their survival, is dramatically inadequate, and a 
major hindrance to appropriate conservation and 
management measures.  Quite frankly, this 
should not be viewed as a plea made by scientists 
in hope of securing funds for their research, nor 
should this awareness of lack of knowledge 
sound as an un-precautionary excuse for delaying 
action to some future date.  Even a quick glance 
to the following Sections of this Report (in par-
ticular to Sections 17 and 18) should provide 
convincing arguments that our current ignorance 
of a number of basic elements of knowledge, and 
the striking unevenness with which such knowl-
edge is spread across the Agreement area, consti-
tute major obstacles to effective action.  How-
ever, many useful conservation and management 
measures can and should be adopted even with-
out the support of exhaustive data, and put to 
work while targeted research and effective train-
ing efforts are undertaken and made to proceed in 
parallel. 

Our species is endowed, among other things, 
by an unsurpassed capability for environmental 
destruction, for affecting biological diversity, and 

for altering the course of evolution.  However, it 
is also true that no other species has demon-
strated our capability of examining ourselves and 
our doings, anticipate what may be happening in 
the future, adopt a critical stand towards our own 
actions, and advocate behavioural and policy 
changes (Meffe et al. 1999).  As far as environ-
mental issues are concerned, the sustained, ad in-
finitum maintenance of marine biodiversity is in-
consistent with the indefinite growth of resource 
use and encroaching on marine habitats by our 
species.  This, unfortunately, also holds true as 
far as cetaceans are concerned.  At the global 
level, and within the Agreement area in particu-
lar, cetaceans have been adversely affected by 
direct hunting, by incidental drowning in fishery 
activities, and by habitat degradation and loss 
caused by pollution and human development.   If 
we are serious and determined about conserving 
Mediterranean and Black Sea cetaceans, and con-
serving marine biodiversity as a whole, we 
should be available to compromise as far as our 
current attitude towards the environment and re-
source use are concerned. 

ACCOBAMS has become a reality as a re-
sult of a genuine driving force, generated from 
within the communities who live along the Medi-
terranean and Black Sea coasts, to protect a visi-
ble and highly symbolic element of our natural 
heritage.  Conserving cetaceans in our environ-
ment is a formidable challenge.  To succeed, we 
must find ways to reconcile the environmental 
element with our needs, values and aspirations, 
and include all stakeholders in this complex, yet 
necessary process.  To impetus to strive towards 
such a goal, however, is not limited to the intrin-
sic value of a regional conservation effort.  If we 
will succeed in coexisting peacefully with ceta-
ceans in our beleaguered marine region, we can 
be confident that cetacean conservation is possi-
ble anywhere on this planet 
 
 
Acknowledgments 
 

Many persons have helped in the preparation 
of this report by supplying relevant, unpublished 
information and useful indications. Among these, 
special thanks are given to Peter G. H. Evans, 
Caterina Maria Fortuna, Giulia Mo, Chiara Pi-
roddi, Elena Politi, and Randall R. Reeves. In ad-
dition, the Editor wishes to thank all Authors for 
their availability and willingness to devote their 
valuable skills and attention to time-consuming 



Cetaceans of the Mediterranean and Black Seas   –   2.3 

tasks involved in the preparation of this report.  
In particular, Giovanni Bearzi, Alexei Birkun and 
Mark Simmonds were available for reading over 
parts of the report, and improving it with advice 
and comments. Without the fundamental and 
thorough help of Patrick Van Klaveren we would 
never have succeeded in mastering the formida-
ble computing complexities and difficulties that 
this huge document file confronted us with. 
Maria Giovanna Arghittu, Chiara Della Mea, 

Valentina Rapi helped with the formatting of the 
document. 
 
List of References 
 
Meffe G.K., Perrin W.P., Dayton P.K.  1999.  Marine 

mammal conservation: guiding principles and their im-
plementation.  Pp. 437-454 in:  J.R. Twiss, Jr., and R.R. 
Reeves (Eds.), Conservation and management of marine 
mammals.  Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington 
and London.   

 


